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LETTER,  &c. 


GLASGOW,  APRIL  25/A,  1S07- 
DEAR  SIR, 

1  DULY  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  and 
observe  you  wish  to  know  my  sentiments  concerning 
the  propriety  of  addressing  his  Majesty,  for  his  steady 
adherence  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  to  the  Protest- 
ant interest,  manifested  on  a  recent  event. 

On  a  subject  evidently  so  little  understood  as  this  is, 
it  is  no  wonder,  that  well-intentioned  men  differ  in  sen- 
timent, especially  when  we  consider,  that,  as  yet,  there 
is  little  or  no  information,  but  what  is  derived  from  the 
public  Newspapers.  In  controversies  of  every  descrip- 
tion, it  is  of  great  importance  to  have  some  fixed  prin- 
ciples, to  which  the  contending  parties  agree;  and,  as  the 
present  dispute  about  what  has  been  very  improperly 
called  a  Catholic  question,  has  been  principally  car- 
ried on  between  his  Majesty's  present  and  late  Mini- 
sters, I  shall  just  take  notice  of  some  facts,  the  truth 
of  which  is  admitted  by  both,  and  which  are  of  import- 
ance to  be  kept  in  view  in  the  present  discussion. 

The  first  fact  that  I  notice  is  this.  Ever  since  the 
Irish  Act  of  1793,  it  has  been  lawful  for  his  Majesty, 
to  employ  Catholic  Officers,  and  even  Catholic  A4- 
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mirals  in  the  Navy,  on  the  Irish  station;  and  in  the  Army 
in  Ireland,  to  employ  Catholic  Officers,  and  even 
Catholic  Generals,  with  the  exception  only  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  Master-Genera;  of  the  Ord- 
nance, and  Generals  on  the  Staff: — to  all  other  military 
employments,  Catholics  are  eligible. 

Should  you  call  the  truth  of  these  fads  in  question, 
I  might  appeal  to  the  Irish  Ad  if  self;  but  as  that  is  not 
likely  in  your  possession,  I  refer  you  to  the  speech  of 
Lord  Grenville,  delivered  in  the  House  of  Lords,  March 
25th,  and  published  in  the  Glasgow  Courier  of  April 
2c}.  His  Lordship  said,  "  The  law  respecting  Catholics 
"  was  different  in  England  and  Ireland.  Fourteen 
"  years  ago,  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  reasonably  a- 
<c  greed  to  open  the  Army,  and,  as  far  as  in  them  lay, 
"  the  Navy,  to  the  Catholics  — The  offices  of  Com- 
"  mander  in  Chief,  Master-General  of  the  Ordnance, 
"  and  General  on  the  Staff  were  alone  excepted — to 
"  all  other  military  employments  they  were  eligible." 
I  also  refer  you  to  the  speech  of  Lord  Hurdwicke,  (form- 
erly Lord-Lieutenant  of  Ireland,)  delivered  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  April  13th,  and  published  in  the  Glasgow 
Courier  of  April  18th,  in  which  his  Lordship  said, 
"  He  could  not  se?  what  rational  objection  could  be 
"  entertained  against  givin?  his  Majesty  that  power 
"  in  one  part  of  the  empire,  which  he  possessed  in 
"  another. — By  the  Ad  of  179*3,  his  Majesiy  might 
<c  appoint  Catholics  to  Naval  commands  in  In  him! ; 
"  — nay,  he  might  appoint  a  Catholic  Admiral 
"  to  command  on  th"  IrMi  station. — [n  the  Army, 
"  Catholics  might  h'-come  Generals,  but  not  Generals 
"  on  the  Staff  in  that  country.  Was  it  consistent 
"  with  common  srn^%  or  policy,  that  t'r.ev  should  be 
"  precluded  from  filling  those  situations  in  one  part 
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cc  cf  the   empire,  to  which  they  were  eligible  in  the 
«  other?" 

Here  then,  to  the  truth  of  this  facl,  you  have  the 
concurring  testimonies  of  two  Noble  Lords,  deliv- 
ered in  the  British  Parliament,  in  the  presence  of  his 
Majesty's  present  Ministers,  none  of  whom  gave  it  the 
smallest  contradiction.  I  am  therefore  warranted  to 
say,  they  have  admitted  the  truth  of  it. 

The  second  fadt  I  wish  you  to  attend  to,  is,  That  at 
the  time  when  the  Irish  Act  of  1793  was  brought  into 
the  Irish  Parliament,  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Secretary 
of  that  day,  stated,  that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  in- 
troduce the  same  Bill  in  England,  and  also  to  extend 
it  to  the  Navy :  and  in  proof  of  this,  I  refer  you  to  my 
Lord  Buckinghamshire's  late  repeated  declarations  in 
the  House  of  Peers,  whose  testimony  must  be  conclu- 
sive, as  he  was  the  Secretary  at  that  time,  and  the  per- 
son who  made  the  statement;  and,  were  it  possible 
that  any  doubt  could  exist  as  to  this  facl,  I  might 
appeal  to  a  record  in  the  Secretary  of  Stan 's  office,  in 
a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Hobart,  now  Lord  Buckingham- 
shire. 

The  third  fact  I  notice  is  this,  That  his  Majesty  gave 
his  assent  that  the  Irish  Aft  of  J  793  should  be  extend- 
ed to  the  whole  empire,  in  favour  of  Catholics. 

Should  you  call  this  in  question,  I  appeal  to  the  tes- 
timony of  Lord  Hawkesbury,  one  cf  his  Majesty's  pre- 
sent Ministers,  delivered  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the 
25th  March,  and  published  in  the  Glasgow  Courier, 
April  2d.  His  Lordship  said,  "  He  confessed,  that 
*c  upon  the  perusal  of  the  dispatch,  the  fair  conclu- 
cc  sion  was,  that  it  applied  tojthe  British  Catholics  as  well 
"  as  the  Irish,  and  it  went  to  the  extent  of  expanding 
c*  the  law  of  Ireland  in  1793,  over  the  whole  empire. 


"  The  result  of  the  whole  was  manifest;  and  he  never 
"  saw  a  proposition  more  clear  in  his  life,  on  the  face 
"  of  the  whole  proceedings,  that  the  assent  was  given 
"  to  rendering  the  ad  of  1793  not  partial  to  Ireland, 
"  but  co-extensive  with  the  empire."  Viscount  Sid- 
mouth  also,  on  the  same  occasion,  said,  "  That  his 
*'  Majesty  had  never  consented  to  more  than  the  ex- 
"  tension  to  the  empire  of  the  Irish  Ad  of  1793." 
Hire  then  is  the  third  fad  confirmed  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  a  doubt. 

The  fourth  fad  I  notice  is  this,  that  his  Majesty's 
late  Ministers,  placed  the  Catholic  Bill  on  a  broader 
basis  than  the  Irish  Ad  of  1 793,  with  a  view  that  it 
might  include  all  denominations  of  Protestant  Dis- 
senters: and  for  the  proof  of  this,  I  appeal  with  con- 
fidence  to  the  Bill  itself*,  and  to  the  present  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer's  speech,  when  it  was  first  brought 
into  Parliament. 

Having  thus  established  what  I  conceive  to  be  the 
fundamental  fads,  I  shall  now  make  some  observations, 
and  draw  such  conclusions,  as  appear  to  me  naturally 
to  result  from  these  fads.  And  first,  I  observe  that  a 
public  pledge  having  been  given  fourteen  years  ago  to 
put  the  Catholics  in  England,  on  the  same  footing 
on  which  they  were  then  put  in  Ireland,  the  national 
honour  was  engaged  for  the  fulfilment  of  that  promise, 
and  the  withholding  it,  was  a  deviation  from  th<-  digni- 
fied line  of  Public  Justice.  Allow  me  then  to  ask  you, 
what  would  have  been  the  consequence,  had  the  Irish 
of  1793,  b«-'Ti  extended  to  the  whole  empire, 
without  going  one  step  farther?  Is  it  not  manifest, 
that,  with  regard  to  preferment  in  the  army  and  navy, 
Catholics  would  have  been  raised  one  step,  not  only 

*  Se?  copy  of  the  BJ!!  annexed. 
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above  Protestant  Dissenters,  but  even  above  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Established  Church  of  Scotland? 

It  must  be  well  known  to  you,  that  no  Member  of 
that  Church,  far  less  a  Dissenter,  is  allowed,  by  law, 
to  hold  a  commission  in  the  army  cr  navy,  without 
renouncing  his  principles  as  a  Presbyterian,  and  taking 
the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  according  to  the 
form  and  ceremonies  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  a 
test  of  his  adherence  to  that  Church,  and  to  no  other. 
Now,  Sir,  had  the  Irish  Act  of  1793  been  extended  to 
the  whole  empire,  in  the  manner  in  which  Lord 
Hawkesbury  allows  the  King's  assent  was  given  to  it, 
then  it  is  obvious,  that  the  Test  Act  would  have  been 
abolished  in  favour  of  Catholics,  while  it  remained  in 
full  force  against  the  Members  of  the  Established 
Church  of  Scotland,  and  against  Protestant  Dissenters 
of  every  denomination. 

Allow  me  again,  to  quote  the  speech  of  Lord 
Hawkesbury.  He  said,  "  That  it  was  impossible  the 
"  King  could  understand  the  Noble  Baron  (Grenville) 
"  and  Viscount  (Sidmouth)  and  the  two  learned  Lords, 
"  (the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Ellenborough)  that  the  in- 
"  tendon  was  to  make  the  Irish  Act  of  1793  the  gen- 
"  eral  law  of  the  empire.  He  confessed,  that  upon 
"  the  perusal  of  the  dispatch,  the  fair  conclusion  was, 
"  that  it  applied  to  the  British  Catholics,  as  well  as  the 
"  Irish,  and  it  went  to  the  extent  of  expanding  the  law 
"  of  Ireland  in  1793,  over  the  whole  empire.  The  re- 
"  suit  of  the  whole  was  manifest,  and  he  never  saw  a 
"  proposition  more  clear  in  his  life,  on  the  face  of  the 
"  whole  proceedings,  that  the  assent  was  given  to  ren- 
"  derr.-g  the  Act  of  1793,  not  partial  to  Ireland,  but 
"  co-extensive  with  the  empire,  and  it  was  to  be  found- 
"  ed  on  a  particular  statute,  and  liable  to  all  the  re- 
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strlftions  discoverable  in  that  statute:  instead  of  this 
the  in  >asure  was  applied  to  cases  not  reserved  in  that 


Here  then  is  the  charge,  "  That  the  measure  was  ap- 
"  plu-d  to  cases,  not  restricted  in  the  Aft  17^3."  Let 
us  then  examine  what  were  those  cases  to  which  the 
measure  was  applied.  —  In  as  far  as  the  Catholics  were 
concerned,  these  were,  opening  to  the  Catholics,  if  his 
Majesty  should  be  pleased  to  appoint  them,  the  posts 
of  Commander  in  Chief,  Master-General  of  the  Ord- 
nance, and  Generals  on  the  Staff.  To  suppose  that  any 
danger  could  arise  to  the  Protestant  interest,  from  the 
appointment  of  Catholics  to  these  stations,  which  must 
necessarily  have  comprehended  a  very  small  number 
of  individuals,  is  absurd  and  futile  in  the  highest  degree; 
but,  to  allege,  that  any  danger  could  arise  from  such 
appointments,  which  could  only  take  place  by  the  King's 
special  commission,  would  be  a  libel  on  our  Sovereign. 
himself:  —  and  even  that  part  of  the  Bill  the  late  Mini- 
sters were  willing  to  relinquish.  What  then,  is  the  far- 
ther  application  of  the  mnasurf.a,  which  was  so  fatal  and 
alarming?  —  It  was  this:  The  Bill  was  placed  on  a  broad- 
er basis  than  the  Irish  Aft  of  1793,  with  a  view  to  in- 
clude all  denominations  of  Protestant  Dissenters,  as  well 
as  Catholics,  and  in  that  manner,  making  it  "  the  ge- 
neral law  of  the  empire;"  or  in  other  words,  relieving 
Presbyterians  and  Dissenters  from  the  Test  Ad,  as  well 
as  Catholics  —  instead  "  of  expanding  the  Irish  Aft  of 
"  1  793  over  the  whole  empire." 

The  difference  between  "  expanding  the  Irish  Aft 
"  1793,  over  the  whole  empire,"  and  making  it  "  the 
ic  general  law  of  the  empire,"  is  this  :  In  the  former  case, 
Catholics  only  in  England  as  will  as  in  Ireland,  would 
have  been  exeinpt"d  from  the  Test  Aft,  in  as  far  as  they 
could  hold  posts  of  honour  or  places  of  trust;  whereas 


in  the  latter  case,  Presbyterians  and  Dissenters,  would 
have  been  put  on  the  same  footing. 

Let  us  hear  Lord  Grenvilie  on  the  same  subject,  "  In 
"  the  year  1778,  a  law  passed  in  Ireland,  to  enable  the 
"  Protestant  Dissenters  of  that  country  to  hold  employ- 

c  meats  of  any  kind,  civil  as  well  as  military,  v.  ithuut 
<c  any  restriction:  Here  the  Jaw  was  quite  different  j 
"  No  dissenter  could  hold  a  place,  without  taking  the 
"  Sacramental  Test  within  a  certain  time.  If  the  Irish 
"  law  were  adopted,  would  not  the  English  Dissenter 
"  have  a  right  to  say,  Upon  what  principle  of  justice 
ic  do  you  exclude  me,  while  you  are  a  friend  to  the 

c  Catholics?  For  his  part,  he  was  so  much   a  friend  to 

c  both,  that  he  would  have  no  distinction  made,  so  far 
"  as  regarded  naval  or  military  employments;  such 

c  was  the  opinion,  that  he,  for  one,  thought  it 
"  necessary  to  submit  to  his  Sovereign.  In  submitting 
"  that  measure  to  him,  the  most  scrupulous  care  had 
"  been  observed.  The  draft  of  the  dispatch  to  the 

6  Lord-Lieutenant,  relative  to  the  communication 
"  which  he  was  to  have  with  the  Catholics,  was  sub- 
"  mitted  to  his  Majesty,  and  met  with  his  approbation. 
"  They  pointed  out  the  difference  between  the  law  of 
"  1793,  and  that  which  they  meant  to  introduce,  and 
"  having  done  that,  they  conceived  they  had  done  all 
'"  that  was  necessary,  After  some  obj<  ctions,  his  Ma- 
"  jcsty  £ave  his  consent,  that  the  measure  should  be 
"  proposed,  and  authority  was  given  to  the  Lord- 
"  Lieutenant,  to  communicate,  by  his  Secretary,  to  the 
"  heads  of  the  Catholics,  that  the  army  and  navy 
"  should  be  open  to  them.  In  that  interview,  it  was 
"  asked,  Whether  it  was  intended,  that  the  restrictions 
"  respecting  Generals  on  the  Staff,  should  be  done 
"  away?  And  it  was  answered,  in  the  words  of  thedis- 
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patch,  that  it  was.  The  Lord  Lieutenant's  dispatch, 
stating  these  circumstances,  was  sent  to  his  Majesty 
*  for  his  perusal,  and  returned  without  any  remark. 
"  The  draft  of  another  dispatch,  in  answer  to  this,  was 
"  sent  to  the  King,  and  returned  without  comment  or 
"  observation  of  any  kind.  What  were  they  to  con- 
"  elude  from  this,  but  that  his  Majesty  approved  of 
"  these  dispatches?  Was  it  possible  to  do  more  for  the 
"  purpose  of  ascertaining  his  opinion?"  Lord  Gren- 
ville  further  states,  "  That  after  they  found  his  Majesty 
"  disapproved  of  the  Bill,  much  discussion  took  place 
w  among  those  who  were  friendly  to  the  measure,  and 
"  they  came  to  the  resolution  to  withdraw  parts  of  the 
"  Bill,  and  to  submit  it  with  modifications.  They  pro- 
<c  posed  to  his  Majesty  to  be  allowed  to  modify  the 
*c  Bill  to  that  of  1793,  a  proposal  which  was  received 
*'  with  gracious  condescension.  Upon  reflection,  they 
**  found  the  difficulty  respecting  the  Dissenters  was 
"  insurmountable!"  and  so  the  Bill  was  withdrawn. 

From  this  it  is  obvious,  that  the  late  Ministers  con- 
sented to  modify  the  Bill  to  the  Act  of  1793,  with  re- 
gard to  the  Staff,  but  they  could  not  consent  to  exclude 
Dissenters;  and  his  Majesty  listening  to  others,  who  had 
got  possession  of  the  Royal  ear,  could  not  be  prevailed 
on  to  give  his  assent  to  have  them  included.  Here  then, 
appears  to  be  the  precise  point  of  difference  between 
his  Majesty's  secret  advisers,  and  his  late  Ministers. 
This  will  appear  still  more  evident,  by  an  extract  from 
Lord  Grenville's  speech,  on  the  Marquis  of  Stafford's 
motion.  Lord  Gnjnville  "  Having  re-stated  all  the 
"  circumstances  respecting  the  dispatches  sent  to  the 
"  Lord-Lieutenant,  and  the  communications  made  to 
*c  his  Majvsty,  his  Lordship  remarked,  that  there  were 
«*  some  persons,  who,  after  all  this,  thought  that  Mi- 
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"  Bisters  ought  to  have  returned  to  the  Act  of  ] 
"  But  could  any  one  maintain,  that  it  would  have  been 
"  right,  to  bring  into  Parliament  a  Bill,  which,  while 
"  it  declared  the  Roman  Catholics  eligible  to  offices, 
"  should  at  the  same  time,  declare  the  whole  body  of 
"  the  Protestant  Dissenters  unworthy  of  that  confi- 
"  dence?  Was  this  doctrine  to  be  expected  from  those 9 
"  who  had  set  up  the  cry  of  '  No  Popery?9 " 

Thus  it  appears,  in  my  humble  opinion,  that  the  head 
and  front  of  the  offending  of  the  former  Ministry,  was 
nothing  less  nor  more,  than  their  honest  intentions,  and 
manly  exertions,  to  give  to  the  Presbyterians  and  Dis- 
genters  the  same  relief  from  the  Test  Laws,  which  was 
to  have  been  conceded  to  the  Catholics. 

I  think  I  observe  you  full  of  astonishment,  at  the 
statement  which  I  have  now  laid  before  you,  and  that 
I  hear  you  exclaiming, — If  all  this  can  be  true,  or  even 
if  the  half  of  it  be  true — how  comes  it  about,  that  all 
descriptions  of  men  have  not  only  cherished  the  delu- 
sion, but  applauded  the  transactions? 

Well  may  you  put  the  question:  and  it  can  only  be 
answered  by  requesting  you  to  examine  the  expedients 
andclamours,  which  have  been  resorted  to,  to  agitate  and. 
stun  the  public  mind,  and  thereby  to  prevent  as  much 
as  possible,  all  intelligent  examination.  In  all  the 
speeches  of  the  new  Ministers  and  their  friends,  in  which 
they  have  advanced  the  bold  charge,  that  the  Bill  in 
question,  went  much  farther  than  the  Act  1 793,  it  is 
very  observable,  that  they  have  most  studiously  avoid- 
ed to  state  what  those  particulars  were,  to  which  it  was 
so  extended;  and  have,  in  the  most  careful  manner, 
kept  their  thumbs  upon  that  part  of  it,  which  was  to 
give  general  relief  from  the  Test  Act. 

Mark,  Sir,  the  artifices  which   have  been  resorted 
B  2 
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to,  to  cover  the  real  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  t® 
kv°ep  them  from  public  view. —  The  cry  of  "  No  Popery, 
and  the  Church  is  in  danger!"  has  been  first  set  up,  as 
the  best  calculated  to  stupify  the  English,  and  to  pre- 
vent inquiry  among  their  Dissenters: — then  the  cla- 
mour of  the  Protestant  interest,  contrasted  with  Ro- 
man Catholics,  has  been  vociferated,  to  confound  Pres- 
byterians:— and  last  of  all,  to  smooth  down,  if  possi- 
ble, the  Roman  Catholics  themselves,  and  to  hold  up 
something  like  a  vindication,  for  British  Councils  not 
keeping  faith  with  Catholics — the  Coronation  Oath, Ten- 
derness  of  Conscience,  and  former  indulgencies  to  that 
d "graded  people,  have  been  trumpeted  forth  in  all  di- 
rections!— But  how  Scotch  Presbyterians  could  have 
been  duped  in  this  matter,  i?,  to  me,  more  astonishing 
than  any  other  feature  in  the  present  crisis. 

That  Episcopalians  should  perceive  themselves  rais- 
ed into  the  first  importance,  by  what  has  happened,  and 
from  that  consideration,  aided  by  the  selfish  interest  of 
some  of  their  Clergy,  they  should  pour  forth  congratula- 
tions, when  ev.'-ry  other  denomination  of  religious  profes- 
sors, have  been  h.  Id  out  as  dangerous  to  theProtestant  in- 

st,  except  thf-msdws,  is  not  surprising.  And  to  me, 
it  would  excite  no  astonishment,  were  I  to  observe  Ro- 
man Catholics,  advancing  nith  addresses  of  congratu- 
lation, for  the  dismissal  of  the  late  Ministers;  because 
ir  was  owing  to  the  clumsy,  but  honest  blunder,  which 
they  made,  of  maintaining,  that  Presbyterians  and  Dis- 
r,-m  is  were  entitled  to  the  same  relief  from  religious 
Tests  with  themselves,  that  the  Roman  Catholics  did 
not  get  that  extension  of  civil  privileges  which  was  pro- 
rnised,  and  which  unquestionably  would  have  been 

Ued  them: — but  that  Scotch  Presbyterians,  who 
have  not  many  years  ago,  petitioned  for  a  repeal  of  the 
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Test  Act,  should  go  forward  with  congratulations, 
for  a  dignified  and  firm  maintenance  of  the  Protest 
ant  interest,  which  manifested  itself,  by  a  decided  par- 
tiality,  for  the  continuance  of  that  very  Act,  and  by 
stronger  apprehensions  of  danger  from  Protestant  Dis- 
senters (which  includes  the  Church  of  Scotland)  than 
from  Roman  Catholics — is  the  most  astonishing  politi- 
cal paradox,  that  ever  was  exhibited. 

There  are  some  men,  however,  who,  to  their  honour, 
saw  through  the  delusion.-— And  here,  I  cannot  deny 
myself  the  pleasure  of  giving  my  testimony  of  grate- 
ful applause,  to  some  of  our  worthy  Clergymen,  who, 
in  a  late  venerable  Synod,  showed  themselves,  by  their 
liberality  and  intelligence,  to  be  genuine  followers  of  their 
Master,  and  faithful  to  the  trust  which  had  been  com- 
mitted to  their  charge.  They  made  a  stand,  with 
a  mildness,  dignity,  and  firmness,  which  was  admir- 
able; and  when  they  found  that  there  was  no  possibility 
of  persuading  those  who  were  determined  not  to  be  con- 
vinced: and  that  they  could  not  obtain  all  that  was 
right,  they  prudently  contented  themselves  with  the  in- 
sertion of  a  clause  in  their  reverend  address,  by  which 
they  maintained  the  mild  spirit  of  their  religion,  and 
preserved  a  consistency  in  their  conduct,  as  honest  Pas- 
tors, who  had  solemnly  vowed  to  maintain  the  Presby- 
terian faith. 

I  have  purposely  forborn  to  enter  much  into  the 
merits  of  the  Bill,  but  I  am  convinced,  it  will  bear 
the  strictest  examination.  Its  professed  object  was 
honourable  to  its  Authors.  At  an  important  crisis,  to 
redeem  a  national  pledge,  which  had  lain  long  unheed- 
ed, would,  itself,  have  been  a  natio:  |  j  an 
act  of  justice:  besides,  as  its  avowed  purpose,  was  to  give 
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relief  from  pains  and  penalties,  on  account  of  religious 
opinions,  not  only  to  Catholics,  but  to  English  Dissent- 
ers,  and  Scotch  Presbyterians,  I  am  convinced,  that 
had  it  passtd  into  a  law,  it  would  have  benefited  the 
Executive  Government  its-jlf,  and  saved  many  a  con- 
scientious minister  of  the  Church  of  England,  from  a 
painful  and  heart-rending  duty. 

Consider  the  present  situation  of  Catholics,  who  feel 
their  country's  cause,  and  whose  hearts  beat  high  for 
martial  glory; — they  are  allowed  at  present  to  hold 
commissions  in  the  army  in  Ireland,  but  no  where  else. 
—  i  his  noble  gratification,  and  patriotic  honour,  they 
•can  no  longer  enjoy,  than  they  continue  on  the  Irish  sta- 
tion;— and  when  an  order  arrives,  for  removal  either  to 
Britain  or  a  Foreign  station,  they  must  either  renounce 
their  religion,  or  abandon  their  military  career,  and 
be  indifferent  to  their  country's  call. 

The  benefits  which  would  have  arisen  to  Presbyteri- 
ans and-Dissenters,  by  relief  from  the  Test  Act,  would 
have  been  not  less  important.  Some  men  are  too  apt 
to  consider  the  obstruction  which  this  Aft  gives  to 
Dissenters  and  Presbyterians,  to  be  only  ideal,  or,  at 
most  immaterial:  This  arises  from  a  very  inconsiderate 
and  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  subject:. 

Even  to  men  in  the  ordinary  spheres  of  life,  a  religi- 
ous Test  for  civil  trust,  has  an  effect  very  injurious  to 
conscientious  conduct,  because  it  necessarily,  although 
imperceptibly,  checks  the  mind  from  exercising  itself 
with  freedom,  on  matters  of  religion: — for  this  plain  rea- 
son, that  their  interest,  and  the  free  exercise  of  their 
judgment,  stand  in  opposition  to  one  another. 

But  the  Test  Act  has  an  effect  peculiarly  injurious  to 
the  Scotch  Presbyterian  Church,  and  upon  religion 
itself.  Our  nobles  and  other  great  men,  with  lauda- 
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ble  propriety  and  justice,  aspire  to  the  highest  places  of 
trust,  and  the  first  posts  of  honour; — and,  as  they  are 
well  entitled  from  birth,  rank,  education,  and  abilities, 
so  they  generally  succeed.  This  success  leads  them  up  to 
the  Capital,  where  they  find  it  incumbent  to  conform  to 
the  Sacramental  Test,  according  to  the  forms  of  the 
Church  of  England,  by  which  they  solemnly  avow,  that 
they  are  of  that  religion,  and  of  that  alone. 

This  necessary  conformity,  naturally  and  unavoid- 
ably, by  the  operation  of  the  principle  of  honour,  and 
other  considerations,  alienates  their  minds  from  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  worship,  and  produces,  upon 
their  return  to  this  country,  a  visible  indifference  to  all 
its  ordinances.  The  Baronet  soon  observes  this  cold- 
ness of  his  more  noble  neighbour;  the  freeholder 
perceives  it  also,  and  in  a  little  time,  it  becomes  a  gen- 
eral sentiment,  that  attendance  on  public  worship  in  this 
country,  cannot  be  fashionable,  because  the  Nobility 
and  Gentry  pay  it  little  attention:  And  thus  it  is,  that 
by  a  principle  of  imitating  superiors,  which  pervades 
all  ranks,  the  lamentable  indifference  about  attendance 
on  the  public  ordinances  of  religion  in  Scotland,  is  in 
a  great  measure  accounted  for,  by  taking  its  rise  from 
the  baneful  effects  produced  by  the  Test  Act. 

To  have  passed  the  Bill,  would  have  saved  much  trou- 
ble to  the  Executive  Government,  and  greatly  strength- 
ened their  hands.  Figure  to  yourself,  the  trouble  and 
confusion  which  must  ensue,  when  Regiments  in  Ire- 
land, in  which  there  are  perhaps  several  Catholic  offi- 
cers, are  ordered  on  foreign  service: — at  a  very  unsea- 
sonable time,  and  often  with  much  inconveniency, 
these  officers  must  either  all  be  changed,  or  the 
laws  with  regard  to  them  completely  disregarded. 

If  Human    Catholics   are  really  dangerous  to  the 
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state,  that  surely  must  be  a  bad  policy,  which  has  a 
tendency  to  keep  them  always  together,  and  at  her 
where,  if  any  thing  should  occur,  which  offers  success  to 
their  disappointed  hopes,  they  may  easily  find  means  to 
carry  on  a  correspondence  with  one  another,  and  with 
their  disaffected  brethren  any  where  else:  whereas,  if 
their  promised  privileges  had  been  granted,  they  would 
have  been  separated,  and  scattered  in  different  parts 
of  the  empire,  and  the  bond  of  union,  which  laws  of 
exclusion  invariably  produces,  would  have  been  dis- 
solved like  a  charm. 

Another  most  important  consequence  of  the  Bill 
would  have  been,  relief  to  the  conscientious  Ministers 
of  the  Church  of  England.  Reflect,  for  a  moment, 
on  their  situation.  As  the  law  now  stands,  they  are 
obliged  to  confer  the  most  solemn  ordinance  of  the 
Christian  religion,  (the  Lord's  Supper)  on  every  person 
who  receives  a  commission  in  the  army  or  the  navy, 
however  notorious  their  character,  or  profane  their 
conduct.  What  must  their  feelings  be,  when  they  re- 
flect on  their  Master's  command,  "  Give  not  that  which 
is  holy  to  the  dogs,"  and  find  themselves,  at  the  same 
time,  compelled  to  administer  the  Lord's  Supper  to  the 
most  worthless  and  undeserving. 

These,  Sir,  are  some  of  the  many  important  con- 
sequences that  would  have  resulted  from  the  measure, 
which  the  recent  event  has  put  an  end  to;  but  great 
and  valuable  as  they  are,  their  importance  falls  far  short 
of  the  inestimable  national  advantage,  which  the  Em- 
pire, at  this  awful  crisis,  would  have  derived  from  that 
spirit  of  union,  and  bund  of  civil  peace,  which  it  wr.ulJ 
have  produced.  Religious  animosities  would  have 
been  laid  aside,  :incl  all  denominations  of  Christians., 
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sitting  under  their  vine  and  fig-tree,  having  no  religi-. 
ous  Test  to  corrupt  their  integrity,  would  have  joined 
in  one  national  patriotic  band,  to  repeil  every  foe,  who 
might  dare  to  make  them  afraid.  This  delightful, 
prospect  is  done  away,  and  in  its  place,  we  see  every 
senseless  prejudice,  and  stupid  passion  blown  up,  and 
kept  alive,  which  can  foster  blind  zeal,  or  strengthen 
fanatical  fury. 

Episcopalians  are  told,  that  they,  and  they  only  con- 
stitute the  Protestant  Interest,  and  are  encouraged  to 
cherish  the  giddy  pride,  and  blind  intolerance,  which 
such  an  unchristian  doctrine  must  necessarily  produce. 
Roman  Catholics  have  been  treated  with  such  levity, 
as  if  there  was  no  moral  obligation  for  keeping  faith 
with  such  a  people;  their  religious  scruples  have  been 
scoffed  at  with  contempt;  the  cup  of  expectation  has 
been  dashed  from  their  lips;  and  a  stern  interdict  put 
in  the  way  of  all  their  future  hopes.  Despair,  the  last 
resort  of  the  wretched,  is  all  that  is  left  them.  But, 
Sir,  let  us  keep  in  mind,  that  He  who  governs  over  all, 
is  their  God,  as  well  as  our  God. 

And,  while  this  has  been  going  on,  Presbyterians 
and  Dissenters  have  been  no  less  insulted,  by  being 
first  held  up  as  more  dangerous  to  the  Protestant  In- 
terest than  Roman  Catholics — then  invited  to  make 
shipwreck  of  their  consciences,  and  to  surrender  the 
Solemn  Testimonies  and  Public  Confessions  of  their 
Fathers,  at  the  shrine  of  a  political  faction,  by  fawning 
approbations  of  a  recent  event,  which  I  consider  as 
the  most  public  disgrace  that  ever  was  offered  to 
their  character,  understanding,  and  principles. 

Were  our  forefathers  to  lock  up,  what  would  they 
think  of  the  strange  delusions  of  this  time,  and  to  fin  1, 
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that  th-ir  pious  examples,  and  manly  fortitude,  had  been 
abandoned  bv  th  ir  children! 

When  the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel  began  to  dawn, 
after  that  long  night  of  darkness,  which  popery,  in 
league  with  tyranny,  had  spread  over  Europe,  our  fore- 
fathers hailed  it  with  the  most  exulting  joy,  they  sought 
the  truth  with  Christian  avidity,  and  when  they  got  hold 
of  the  "  form  of  sound  words,"  they  held  fast  their  faith, 
without  wavering.  The  whole  tenor  of  their  lives,  was 
a  continued  proof  of  the  clearness  of  their  understandings, 
and  the  sincerity  of  their  belief;  they  pondered  the  ines- 
timable treasure  in  their  minds;  they  lifted  up  repeated 
testimonies  to  shield  it  from  the  violence  of  papal  force, 
and  arbitrary  power;  and  such  was  their  determination  to 
preserve  it,  as  the  best  inheritance  which  they  could  leave 
to  their  children,  that  they  struggled  for  it  in  the  coun- 
cils, and  contended  for  it  in  the  field,  till  they  con- 
quered and  died. 

When  their  succeeding  race  was  again  assailed,  by 
the  same  enemy,  in  the  form  of  Episcopacy,  armed 
with  the  plenitude  of  Civil  Power,  the  Christian  cour- 
age which  thev  inherited  from  their  Fathers  was  un- 
daunted; and  although  for  a  season  they  were  like  to 
be  overpowered,  and  had  no  other  alternatives  before 
their  eyes,  but  the  stake  and  the  scaffold,  or  the  re- 
nunciation of  their  faith — such  was  their  inflexible  firm- 
ness, and  Christian  fortitude,  that  they  surveyed  these 
horrible  implements  of  death  without  dismay,  and  suf- 
fered all  their  tortures,  rather  than  depart  from  the 
Presbyterian  Testimony. 

When  I  revolve  these  circumstances  in  my  mind, 
they  awaken,  what  I  conceive  to  be  some  of  the  best 
principles  of  our  nature,  viz.  Respect  for  the  great 
works  of  our  Ancestors,  and  veneration  for  the  illus- 
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trious  Dead.  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  that  whatever  our 
forefathers  did,  must  be  right,  merely  because  it  was 
done  by  them,  but  what  I  contend  for  is,  that  the  me- 
mory of  our  religious  and  martyred  Ancestors,  who  have 
struggled  for  the  religion  of  their  God,  and  the  best 
interests  of  their  children,  is  entitled  to  the  most  sacred 
respect : — And  we  who  are  their  descendants,  ought  to 
be  very  well  advised,  before  we  concur  in  any  deed, 
which  tends  to  bring  disgrace  upon  the  pious  works  of 
their  hands,  or  reproach  on  their  illustrious  names. 

In  the  recent  event,  how  have  we,  Presbyterians  and 
Dissenters,  who  are  their  descendants,  been  treated? 
We  have  been  told,  in  plain  terms,  that,  when  in  com- 
petition with  Roman  Catholics  for  civil  privileges,  we 
are  not  to  be  compared : — That  Roman  Catholics  may 
be  allowed  to  enjoy  them,  but  that  such  an  extension 
to  Presbyterians  and  Dissenters,  would  endanger  the 
very  existence  of  the  Protestant  interest! 

Is  it  possible  to  conceive  any  thing  more  insult- 
ing to  Scotchmen,  than  what  has  been  practised,  and 
play'd  off? — I  cannot  figure  to  myself,  any  delusion 
more  gross,  or  more  degrading,  unless  it  is  the  base 
and  senseless  cries  of  "  Popery!  No  Popery!  The  Pro- 
testant Interest!  The  Coronation  Oath!  and  Tenderness 
of  Conscience!"  These  mischievous  watch- words  con- 
vince me,  more  than  a  thousand  testimonies,  that  the 
authors  of  the  present  agitation,  are  actuated  by  the 
worst  of  motives,  and  have  the  most  contemptuous 
opinion  of  Scotch  penetration;  for  otherwise,  how 
could  they  suppose,  that  by  such  worthless  and  vici- 
ous clamours,  Scotchmen  could  be  so  blindfolded,  as 
to  lose  sight  of  their  religion,  with  the  solemn  testimo- 
nies and  confessions  of  their  Fathers,  and  at  the  same 
time,  make  grateful  acknowledgements,  because  they 
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have  been  held  up  as  more  dangerous  to  the  Protestant 
interest  than  Roman  Catholics! 

When  Roman  Catholics,  Presbyterians,  and  Dissent- 
ers, are  all  put  to  the  ban  of  the  empire,  as  they  have 
just  now  been,  and  branded  as  dangerous  to  the  Protes- 
tant Religion,  what 'is  it  that  remains,  which  constitutes 
this  important  Protestant  Interest? — Nothing  but  the 
Church  of  England.  This  is  the  sum  total  of  the  whole 
matter — the  Church  of  England,  or  rather  the  livings 
of  the  Church  of  England,  as  established  by  law:  and 
for  these  it  is,  that  the  whole  empire  has  been  convul- 
sed from  one  end  to  the  other.  . 

What  has  the  church  of  England  done  for  Bri- 
tish Freedom?  And  what  is  it  that  is  valuable  in  our 
Constitution,  which  Presbyterians  have  not  done?  Pres- 
byterians overthrew  tyranny; — they  fixed  the  great  lines 
of  our  admirable  Constitution; — they  seated  the  House 
of  Brunswick  on  the  Throne  of  these  Kingdoms;  and 
in  return  for  all  this,  they  are  told,  through  the  medi- 
um of  a  most  gross  delusion,  that,  when  compared 
with  Roman  Catholics,  they  are  less  deserving  of  civil 
privileges; — and  are  then  gravely  called  upon  to  return 
thanks  for  being  so  treated! 

In  those  observations,  I  may,  at  times,  have  been  a 
little  too  warm.  The  subject  was  so  interesting,  that 
it  naturally  produced  agitation,  and  in  some  degree,  I 
think  it  was  warranted;  but  I  must  request  you  to  at- 
tend to  this,  that  whenever  I  have  spoke  with  severity 
of  Roman  Catholics,  or  the  Church  of  England,  no- 
thing  was  intended  agninst  th-Jr  religious  systems; 
for  I  am  satisfied,  that  as  good  men,  and  pious 
Christians  have  existed,  and  do  exist,  in  these  church- 
es, as'arr  "in  be  found  in  any  other: — and  I  have  sin- 
gular delight,  in  mentioning  my  convidion,  that  the 
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cause  of  Christianity  has  been  as  much  served  by  the 
enlightened  penetration,  and  profound  Biblical  re- 
searches of  Clergymen  in  the  Church  of  England,  as  by 
any  other  description  of  men  whatever;  but  when  ! 

ik  of  Popery   and  Episcopacy  xvith  severity,  it  is 

n  I  vivw  them  combined,  interwoven,  and  fortified 

with  human  power, — When  this  is  the  case,  Christianity 

is  no  longer  from  Heaven,  but  turned  Into  a  kingdom 

of  this  world. 

Such  a  combination  is  a  virtual  denial  of  the  power 
of  godliness ;  and  a  public  avowal,  that  Christ's  king- 
dom is  not  the  pure,  peaceable,  gentle,  forbearing, 
and  forgiving  system,  which,  by  the  native  energy  of 
its  doctrines,  precepts,  hopes,  and  high  rewards,  "  is 
"  mighty  to  the  pulling  down  of  strong-holds,  casting 
"  down  imaginations,  and  every  thing  that  exalteth 
"  itself  against  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  bringing 
"  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience35  of  its 
great  Author. 

From  what  I  have  stated,  you  must  be  completely 
convinced,  that  I  cannot  concur  in  the  sentiments  of 
the  Addresses,  which  are  at  present  moving  up  to  the 
Throne,  particularly  from  this  part  of  the  empire;  be- 
cause to  me,  they  appear  destitute  of  those  ingre- 
dients, which  constitute  genuine  loyalty. — You  must 
not  therefore  suppose  that  1  am  an  enemy  to  Addresst-s, 
— by  no  means. — I  highly  applaud  that  species  of  re- 
spedful  intercourse  between  the  Sovereign  and  his  peo- 
ple, if  the  proper  seasons  are  select*  d;  and  what  is 
more,  I  think  the  present  is  precisely  one  of  those 
occasions,  on  which  it  should  be  done. 

But  were  I  to  go  forward  as  an  addresser  to  the 
Throne,  I  should  consider  it  my  duty  to  endeavour  to 
undeceive  our  beloved  Sovereign,  whose  public  and 
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private  virtues  I  have  long  contemplated:  by  stating, 
in  most  respe&ful  terms,  that  I  am  much  afraid,  He,  in 
common  with  many  of  his  faithful  subjects,  has  been  im- 
posed upon  by  a  political  delusion;  and  imploring,  that 
He  would  have  the  gracious  benignity  to  examine  with 
the  eyes  of  his  own  mind,  all  the  circumstances  and 
bearings  of  the  present  Crisis ; — and  I  am  convinced, 
from  what  I  have  observed  of  the  King's  excellent 
heart,  that  were  such  a  request  to  reach  his  Royal 
Ear,  inquiry  would  ensue,  and  whenever  our  bene- 
volent Sovereign  shall  find  himself  in  the  midst  of  a 
plot,  for  creating  disunion  among  his  subjects,  then 
will  the  Sons  of  Mischief  have  good  reason  to  be  a- 
fraid. 

Such  an  Address  as  I  would  cheerfully  subscribe,  is 
hereunto  annexed. 

I  am, 

DEAR  SIR, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant. 


P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  Lord  Grenville's 
Letter  to  the  Society  for  promoting  Christian  Know- 
ledge, has  just  come  to  my  hand,  and  I  submit  it  to 
your  most  careful  consideration. 


C     23     J 


To  the  KING'S  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

MOST    GRACIOUS    SOVEREIGN, 

WE  the  Members  of  the 

of  Glasgow,  desire,  at  this  time  of  public  agitation,  to 
approach  your  Throne,  with  sentiments  of  the  most- 
loyal  respect  and  esteem  for  your  Majesty's  public  and 
private  virtues,  and  for  the  uniform  attachment  which 
you  have  always  shewn  for  the  Protestant  Religion. 

The  contemplation  of  these  excellencies  of  your  Ma- 
jesty's  character  operates  imperiously  on  us,  to  come 
forward  at  this  singular  crisis,  with  sincerity  in  our 
hearts,  and  truth  in  our  mouths. 

Removed  as  we  are,  from  the  sources  of  authentic 
information,  we  feel  ourselves  unqualified  to  judge  on 
the  expediency,  or  inexpediency,  of  giving  farther  re- 
lief, at  this  time,  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland ; 
but  if  a  public  pledge,  was  truly  given  to  that  portion 
of  our  fellow-subjects,  fourteen  years  ago,  that  they 
were  to  be  put  on  the  same  footing  in  England,  on 
which  they  were  then  put  in  Ireland,  this  Incorpora- 
tion has  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  in  point  of  Na- 
tional honour  and  justice,  that  pledge  ought  to  have 
been  redeemed,  long  before  this  time;  because  nothing 
is  more  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  and  more 
degrading  to  the  human  mind,  than  to  be  bound  un- 
der legal  penalties,  on  account  of  religious  sentiments, 
particularly  after  a  solemn  promise  of  relief  has  been 
officially  hold  out. 

For  these  considerations,  this  Incorporation  lament, 
that  any  interruption  should  have  been  given  to  tht  Bill, 
for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholic:*  in  Ireland,  in  so 
far  as  it  was  admitted  on  all  hands,  to  be  a  fulfilment 
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dnly,  of  what  was  promised  them,  as  far  back  as  1793; 
and  having  heard  that  the  objection  to  the  Bill,  was 
grounded  on  its  going  a  much  greater  length  than  the 
Act  passed  by  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  in  1793,  and 
tint  thereby  it  militated  against  the  Protestant  Religion, 
this  Incorporation  have,  with  care,  examined  the  Bill, 
and  found  that  in  so  far  as  the  Catholics  are  concerned, 
the  only  extension  is,  that  your  Majesty  shall  have  pow- 
er, if  you  see  proper,  to  appoint  men  of  that  persuasion, 
to  the  Military  Staff  In  this  very  inconsiderable  en- 
largement, and  which  dt?pcnds  also  upon  the  Royal 
Will,  this  Incorporation  can  see  no  danger  whatever: — 
the  terror  anJ  apprehension  with  which  this  question 
has  been  viewed,  must  therefore  have  proceeded  from 
some  other  cause;  but  this  Incorporation  are  extremely 
unwilling  to  think,  that  it  could  have  arisen  from  that 
liberal  part  of  the  Bill,  which  was  to  give  to  Dissenters 
of  every  description,  the  same  relief  which  it  held  out  to 
Catholics;  because  this  supposition  would  unavoidably 
lead  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  true  objection  to  the 
Bill,  was  not  on  account  of  the  relief  which  it  held  out 
to  Roman  Catholics,  but  because  it  interfered  with 
the  Test  Aft,  and  opened  the  road  to  places  of  trust, 
and  posts  of  honour,  not  only  to  English  Dissenters, 
but  to  Scotch  Presbyterians  also. 

This  Incorporation  have  thus  sincerely  and  honestly 
stared  to  your  Majesty,  their  uninfluenced  and  unbia.- 
scntirn'jttts,    on  the  subject    of  the  present  agitation, 
which  they  are  sorry  to  find,  has  been  set  agoing,   and 
kept  alive,  by  ai).  le  of  the  most  si :  .md 

blotted  passions  which  infert  the  human  mind,  and 
ch,  if  let  loos^,  would,  as  in  former  times,  tear  down 
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and  destroy  every  thing  which  Britons  esteem  as  most 
dear. 

This  Incorporation  knows  the  duty  of  their  remote 
and  humble  sphere  too  well,  to  interfere  with  your  Ma- 
jesty's prerogative  of  choosing  your  servants;  but  our 
earnest  prayer  is,  that  your  Maj-sty  may  long  live  and 
reign  over  a  free,  happy,  and  loyal  people,  and  that 
wise  counsellors  may  surround  your  throne,  composed 
of  men  hating  covetousness,  and  all  manner  of  vice. 


A   BILL, 

For  enabling  his  Majesty  to  avail  himself  of  the  services  of 
all  his  liege  Subjects,  in  his  Naval  and  Military  Forces,  in 
the  manner  therein  mentioned. 

WHEREAS  it  is  expedient  that  his  Majesty  should  be  e- 
nabled  to  avail  himself  of  the  services  of  all  his  liege  subjects, 
in  the  naval  and  military  forces,  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
rights  of  his  crown,  and  of  the  interests,  honour,  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  British  empire: — 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,  by  the  King's  most  Excellent  Maje- 
sty, by,  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  present  Parliament  as- 
sembled, and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  his  Majesty  to  grant  or  confer,  or  by  his  roy- 
al sign  manual,  to  empower  the  proper  officer  or  officers  to 
grant  or  confer  any  military  commission,  warrant  or  appoint- 
ment whatever,  either  in  his  Majesty's  sea  or  naval  forces, 
or  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  land  or  military  forces  whatsoever, 
or  upon  any  of  his  Majesty's  liege  subjects,  without  excep- 
tion; and  that  every  such  commission,  warrant,  or  appoint- 
ment, so  granted,  or  conferred,  shall  and  may  be  lawfully  ex- 
ercised by  such  his  Majesty's  subjects,  in  all  places  within  or 
without  his  Majesty's  dominions,  any  law,  statute,  or  usage  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding;  provided  that  every  such  per- 
son shall,  within  months  after  his  accepting  the  said 
commission,  warrant,  or  appointment,  take,  make,  and 
subscribe,  the  declaration  or  oath,  hereinafter  mentioned, 

D 
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which  declaration  ami  o.vh,  shall  be  engrossed  on  the  back, 
or  at  the  foot  of  the  commission  or  appointment  so  granted  or 
conferred,  and  shall  be  there  attested  by  the  signature  of  the 
rn.iLMStrare  or  olliccr  in  whose  presence  the  same  shall  have 
bccii  subscribed,  and  by  whom  the  said  oath  shall  have  been 
administered. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  such  o:uh  and  declaration 
m.iy  be  administered  and  attested  by  any  Court  of  Record, 
or  Judge  of  such  Court,  or  by  any  Justice  Oi:  Peace  or  other 
Magistrate  liavi?  g  power  to  administer  oaths  in  any  part  of 
his  Majesty's  dominions;  and  that  if  the  party  taking  and 
Subscribing  the  ^ame,  shall  at  the  lime  of  his  so  taking  and 
Subscribing  the  same,  not  be  within  his  Majesty's  dominions, 
the  same  may  be  administered  and  attested  by  any  General 
and  Commanding  OJicer  of  his  Majesty's  land  forces,  or 
by  any  Admiral  or  Commanding  Officer  of  his  Majesty's 
n aval  forces;  providing  always:  that  in  this  last  case,  the  per- 
son holding  such  commission,  warrant,  cr  appointment,  shall, 
within  months  after  his  return  to  any  pun  of  his  Ma- 

jesty's dominions,  again  take,  make,  and  subscribe  the  same 
oath  and  declaration  in  presence  of  some  Court  of  Record  or 
Magistrate  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  no  person  having  so  taken, 
made,  and  subscribed  such  oath  and  declaration  respectively 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  liable  to  any  pains,  penalties,  or  disabi- 
lities whatsoever,  for  having  exercised  or  a&ed  in  or  under 
any  such  commission,  warrant,  or  appointment,  any  law, 
Statute,  or  usage  to  the  crr.tvary  notwithstanding,  and  al- 
though such  person  shall  net  have  complied  with  any  of  the 
direction >  of  any  former  statute  respecting  the  qualification 
of  persons  holding  or  exercising  offices  within  th'<;s  realm. 

And  it  be  further  enacted  that  the  s.iid  oath  and  declara- 
tion, to  be  so  taken,  made,  and  subscribed,  shall  be  in  the 
words  following,  viz. 

"  I  A.  B.  being  by   this  Commission   app 

ce  appointment]  do    1  .  r,   in  the 

"   A!  11  be  faithful  and  boar  true  all ••£-.  ::a-  to  Ins  r 

"  ty  I  <\  that  1  -V  to  maintain  und 

<c  ar 

"  and  '.ii.it  I  \vill  to  (lie  urmn»t  of  my  power,  rcu:<;t  r.ll  such  treasons,  con*pir:i- 
'*  ci  ke  known  t)  ron  as  t\,i-y 

**  shall  come  to  my  knowU-d^e;  and   I    do   also  ;••-  the 

'«  presence  of  Almighty  (;<.!,  ;h.;t  1  will,  to  t!;e  utmost  of  my  power,  main- 
a  and  support   the  succession  to  the   Crown  oft!  -m  of 

•*  Great  Brituia  ^nd  Ireland,  as  the  same  now  stands  limited  by  Uw;  and  that 
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««  I  will  also,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  maintain  and  support  the  establish- 
«  ed  Constitution  of  the  Government  of  the  said  United  Kingdom  against  all 
«  attempts  whatever,  that  shall  be  made  against  the  same." 

And    whereas  it   is  expedient   that. his  Majesty's  subjects, 
however  employed  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  .sea  or  naval  forces, 
or  any  of  his   Majesty's  land  or  military  forces  whatsoever, 
should  be  allowed    the  free  exercise  of  such   religious  opini- 
ons as  they  may  respectively  profess;  be-  it  enacted,  that  no 
person  employed  in   his  Majesty's  sea  or  naval  forces,  or  land 
or  military  forces,  and  having  previously  signified  in  writing, 
signed  by   himself,  to  his    commanding    officer,    his    dissent 
from  the  d^cu.neor  worship  of  the  Church  of  England  as  by 
law  established,  shall,   under  any   pretence,   or  by  any  means 
be   prevented  from  attending,  or  be   subject  or  liable    to  any 
pains,  penalties,  or  disabilities  for  attending  such  divine  wor- 
ship or  religious  service  as  may  be  consistent  with  and  accord- 
incr    to   his   religious    persuasion  or    opinions,  at  proper  and 
seasonable  times,  and   such   as   shall    be  consistent  with   the 
due  and  full  discharge  of  his  naval  and    military  duties;  nor 
shall  any  such  person  be  compelled  or  compeilable  to  attend 
the  worship   or  service  of  the  said    established  Church-,   and 
that  any  Commissioned  OiFicer  adting  in  violation  of,  or  con- 
trary  to  this  provision,  shall,  upon  conviction    thereof  before 
a  General    Court    Martial,  be  liable  to  be  suspended  or  dis- 
missed from  his  Majesty's  service,  or   to    such  other  pum-h- 
ment,  not  extending  to  life  or  limb,   as -the  said  Court  Mar- 
Hal  shall  award;  and  that  any   warrant  .or  non-commissioned 
Officer,  so   offending,   shall    be    liable    to    such  punishment, 
not  extending  to  life  or  limb,  as   shall  be  awarded   by  a  Ge- 
neral or  Regimental  Court  Martial. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,   that  this  Act  shall  be  and  con- 
tinue in  force  from  the  ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
,  until  the  in  the   year  of 
of  our  Lord 

Note. An  AH  of  Indemnity  passes  every  year,  relieving  Dis- 
senters from  tL?  penuitiei  and  f.rftiiurei  introduced  by  the  *Dtb 
of  U Jin  II.  c.  2.  and  Uth  cf  Gww  II.  c.  <2<>.  VMtf*  ™t 
lake  place,  or  litre  it  casually  umluti,  SfpUub^Prttffirjat.'S, 
'i-.Mnr  naval  or  nilitar\  afyunitiintf,  or  et.joyu.g  any  civil  \ffices 
in  England,  and  mgitcnf£  to  take  the  sanantnt  accfrdtfi^  la  the  ^ 
Mas  of  the  church  <f  hnglimi,  vwla'be  iwtU  to  the  Jorf&ttre  ej 
'their  commissions  and  cjficcs,  and  to  a  penalty  of  L.500. 


C     28      ] 

LETTER  from  the  Right  Hon.  LORD  GRENTILLE 
to  the  Reverend  DR.  GASKIN. 

Downing-Street,  May  2d,  1807. 

SIR, 

THE  Society  for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge, 
of  which  I  am  a  Member,  has  thought  fit  to  publish, 
during  a  General  Election,  a  Resolution  declaratory 
of  its  opinion  respecting  a  political  measure  recently 
submitted  to  Parliament. 

That  measure,  brought  forward  for  purposes  of 
peace,  union,  and  public  security,  by  men  who 
yield  to  none  of  their  fellow-subjects  in  Loyalty  to 
their  Sovereign,  and  attachment  to  the  Civil  and  Re- 
ligious Constitution  of  their  Country,  is  there  stigma- 
tized as  hostile  to  the  Established  Church  and  Ec- 
clesiastical Constitution  of  the  realm,  and  as  subver- 
sive of  those  principles  which  placed  his  Majesty's 
Family  on  the  British  Throne. 

It  is  natural  for  those  whose  characters  are  thus 
aspersed,  to  inquire  by  what  right  any  persons  have 
taken  upon  themselves,  in  the  name  of  such  a  Society, 
to  give  countenance  and  currency  to  an  injurious 
and  groundless  calumny,  fabricated  for  the  watch- 
word of  a  party,  and  calculated  only  to  excite  and  to 
uphold  a  popular  clamour. 

The  Society  was  instituted,  as  its  annual  publica- 
tions declare,  for  "  the  increase  of  the  knowledge 
and  practice  of  our  Holy  Religion,"  by  the  support 
of  Charity  Schools,  and  by  the  distribution  of  bibles, 
prayer  books,  and  religious  tracts.  Those  who  have 
directed  the  present  proceeding  can  best  explain  in 
what  manner  Christian  Knowledge,  or  Christian 
Practice,  will  be  increased  by  promoting  Religious 
Animosities  and  Civil  Discord,  by  stirring  up  the 
blind  prejudices  and  ungovernable  passions  of  the 
ignorant,  and  by  circulating  amongst  our  fellow-sub- 
jects, instead  of  the  word  of  truth  and  charity,  the 
libellous  and  inflammatory  calumnies  of  electk' 
ing  contests  and  party  violence. 
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As  a  Member  of  the  Society,  solicitous  for  the 
promotion  of  its  genuine  objects,  I  desire  to  enter  my 
dissent  to  a  resolution  purporting  to  express  its  un- 
animous opinion.  1  object  to  the  propriety  of  its 
taking  part  at  all  in  the  political  divisions  of  the  coun- 
try. I  object  to  its  labouring  to  extend  and  to  pro- 
long those  divisions,  with  respect  to  a  measure  pub- 
licly withdrawn,  and  of  \\  hich  there  is  consequently 
no  longer  any  question.  But  most  of  all,  I  object  to 
the  truth,  and  may  I  not  add,  to  the  Decency  of  a 
censure,  which,  if  it  were  founded  either  in  justice 
or  in  reason,  would  apply  equally  to  almost  every 
description  of  public  men,  and  would  even  implicate 
all  those  authorities  which  are  the  most  entitled  to 
our  respecl  and  reverence. 

If  to  permit  the  King's  subjects  of  all  persuasions 
to  serve  him  in  his  army,  be  "  an  unconstitutional 
innovation,"  with  whom,  and  when  did  it  originate? 
It  was  first  made  the  law  in  Ireland  fourteen  years 
ago,  at  the  express  recommendation  of  die  Crown, 
delivered  from  the  Throne  by  one  of  his  Majesty's 
present  Ministers,  then  Lord -Lieutenant  of  that  king- 
dom, .  . 

If  the  adoption  of  a  similar  law  in  Great  Britain 
would  be  "  an  act  of  hostility  to  the  Established 
Church,"  to  whom  shall  that  hostility  be  ascribed? 
To  those  who  have  now  proposed,  or  to^ those  who 
long  ago  engaged  for  that  concession?  To  the  fra- 
mers  of  Lord  Howick's  bill,  or  to  those  members  and 
supporters  of  the  present  Government,  who  in  the 
year  1793,  gave  and  authorised  that  promise  to  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland? 

If  the  employment  of  Catholic  Officers  and  Catholic 
Soldiers  in  the  general  service  of  the  Empire;  if  the 
permitting  them  to  hold  and  exercise,  at  his  Majes- 
ty's discretion,  all  military  commissions,  the  rank  and 
station  of  a  General  not  excepted;  if  the  relieving 
them  in  this  respect  from  all  penalties  and  disabilities 
on  account  of  th^lr  religious  persi  :asion— if  tbe$ 
things  be  matter  of  just  alarm  "  to  the  Ecclesiastical 
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Constitution  of  this  Country,"  \vhcn  was  the  mo- 
in. -lit  for  that  alarm?  In  the  y-  ar  1804  ail  this,  and 
more  than  t  .  done  in  an  acl ;:  :  by  Mr. 

Pitt  with  the  concurrence  of  his  a  II  now  in 

adm.  n,    passed    by   the  British    Parliament, 

and  sanctioned  by  his  M.ij-. sty's  royal  ass  nt.     That 
11  long  list  of  military  commissions   an- 
y  granted  by  his  Maj-.-sty  with   the  ad  vice  of 
the  same  Vlinisters,  and  it  enabled  his  Majesty  pro- 
spectively  to  grant  at  his  discretion  all  military  com- 
missions whatever  to  Catholics,  not   indeed  to  Bri- 
tish or  Irish  Catholics,  but  to  Foreign  Catholics;  to 
men  \vho  owe  his  Majesty  no  allegiance,  and  who  are 
not  even  required  to  disclaim  those  tenets  which  all 
our  fellow-subjects  of  that  persuasion  have  solemnly 
ed*. 

•  Extract  of  an  A&  for  enabling  Subjects  of  Foreign  States  to  enlist  as 
Soldiers  in  his  Majesty's  Service,  and  'or  enabling  his  Majesty  to 
Commissions  to  Subjedb  of  Foreign  Mates  to  serve  as  Officers  or  as  l-.n~ 
jrineers,  under  certain  Restrictions;  and  to  indemnify  all  Pereons  who 
may  have  advised  his  Majesty  to  enlist  any  such  Soldiers,  or  grant  :;ny 
such  Commission-  as  aforesaid,  [l-ith  July,  180-1.] 

Whereas   it    hath   bf-en   deemed   expedient  by  his  Majesty,  in  order  to 
-•  in  the  speediest  manner  for  the  better  defence  a: 
United  K.ngdom,  in   C  important   juncture  of  «jKnrs,  to 

in  Foreigners,  no.v  ir  Gre;it  Britain,  to  enlist  as    Soldiers  into 
.jesty's  Service,  and,  for  the  better  disciplining   of  such  soldi' 
form  them  into  r  -.t.iliors,  or  corps   and  to  grant    comm' 

•n   OiFiccrs   acquainted 
their  :tv..r.::ers  and  lanj:  . 

•.t  war,  to  augment   such    ri 

and  to  for 'n  other    ;  ' 

to  serve  therein   r- 
enlist  themselves  in  hi- 

•      . 

it  is  proper, 
enlist 

iiould  be  iiu  ':nuld 

be  provided  for  E. 
. 

.'f  the 

[  iment 

asjembU-*!,  and  by  tJ  e  authority  or 

r  corps,  as.  . 

. 

'•y  his 

: 
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What  ground  of  di [Terence  will  then  remain  to 
justify  these  outrageous  calumnies  against  the  late 
proposal?  Is  it  that  men  were  permitted  to  aspire 
to  the  rewards  and  honours  of  a  profession,  to  the 
toils  and  dangers  of  wnich  the  legislature  of 
their  country  had  long  since  invited  thtm?  Is  it  that 
the  same  indulgences  which  had  been  promised  and 
granted  to  Catholics  by  others,  were  not  withheld  by 
us  from  Protestant  Dissenters?  Or  is  it,  lastly,  that 
we  judged  our  own  countrymen  and  fellow -subjects 
entitled,  under  his  Mdje&jts  discretion^  to  the  same 
confidence  and  favour  which  Parliament  had  so  re- 
cently extended  to  foreigners  of  all  nations  and  all 
descriptions? 

And  let  me  further  ask,  if  these  concessions,  all, 
or  any  of  them,  are  "  subversive  of  the  principles 
which  placed  his  Majesty's  illustrious  House  upon  the 
Throne,"  what  is  to  be  said  of  the  far  more  exten- 
sive indulgences  proposed  in  180),  by  that  great 
Minister,  now  no  more,  whose  name  I  have  already 
mentioned?  Were  his  principles  also  subversive  of 
the  Established  Church,  and  of  the  Civil  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Monarchy?  And  if  the  two  must  be  in- 
volved in  this  undiscriminating  and  injurious  censure, 
what  condemnation  will  not  those  men  deserve,  who, 


and  shall  remain  and  continue  in  force  in  like  manner  in  all  respe<£b  as  if 
such  soldiers  had  been  enlisted  and  formed,  and  such  commissions  or  letters 
of  service  had  been  granted,  after  the  passing  and  under  "the  provisions  of 
this  Adi;  and  all  and  every  persons  or  person  v.'ho  shall  or  may  have  ad- 
v.';,jd  his  ?vlti:ies:y  to  enlist  such  soldiers,  and  to  grant  such  commissions  or 
letters  of  service  ;:s  aforesaid,  shall  Le.  and  they  and  he  are  or  is  hereby 
fully  and  eff^&ually  indemnified;  any  law  or  statute  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacled,  That  it  shall  be  l.nvfu!  for  such  persons,  sub- 
jects of  any  Foreign  States,  as  shall  be  willing  to  serve  his  Majesty,  to  enlist 
as  scidiers,  and  to  accept  commissions  or  letters  of  service,  to  serve  :'s  Oihcers 
or  Engineers,  from  his  Majesty,  his  h?irs  and  successors,  or  from  any  per- 
sons, duly  duthonsej  by  his  Mujesty  to  grant  such  comnr.-slors  or  letters 
of  service  (v/hich  commissions  or  letters  of  strvixe  if  shall  be  lawful  for 
his  Majesty,  or  for, any  persons  O.u!y  authorised  in  th-,t  b^hr.lf  as  ^for^ald 
to  grant;)  Provided  always,  that  no  such  pers  >-id  shall  be  liable 

to  ;.ny  p^.in,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  wh  .tev,  r,  for  «,.-<:"  .>  y  such  com~ 

mission,  cr  enlut..d  us  a  soldier  in  any  such  rfirhntnts,  battalions ,  or  corps  as  afore- 
i<i  d,  by  reason  of  ah  having  prof es sell  the  Popish  £J?g:cn,  ,-;::d  iitl  hiving  declared 
the  same  .it  the  tim;  nf b:s  zest-fling  sudo  cui)unls~':';;i  tr  cnlistwgm 
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in  the  very  moment  of  pretended  danger,  have  ad- 
vised his  Majesty  to  jail  to  his  present  councils,  the 
authors,  the  partizans,  and  the  supporters  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  plan;  a  plan  including  all  that  has  been  now 
proposed,  and  extending  very  far  beyond  our  mea- 
sure? 

On  the  expediency  of  these  measures  Statesmen 
may  differ.  To  sigrmtiz^  them  as  hostile  to  our  Es- 
tablishments or  dangerous  to  our  Constitution,  is  to 
libel  both  th?  Throne  and  the  Parliament,  to  calum- 
niate the  existing  laws,  and  to  impute  to  the  most 
considerable  Public  Characters  of  our  age,  both  the 
living  and  the  dead,  principles  and  purposes  dis- 
claimed by  themselves,  and  contradicted  by  the 
whole  tenor  of  their  lives.  It  is  for  the  Society  to 
consider  whether  such  a  conduct  be  consonant  to  the 
character  which  it  befits  them  to  maintain,  or  in  a- 
ny  manner  conducive  to  the  objects  of  a  charitable 
and  a  religious  institution. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

GRENVILLE. 

The  Rev.  G.  Gaskin,  D.  D.  Secretary  to  the  Society 
for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge. 


W.  LANG,  Printer,  62, Bell-Street,  Glasgow. 


